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John F Kennedy School 
Principal : Richard Erck 

Address: 1310 Ratzer Road, Wayne, NJ 07470-2358 Phone: 973-633-3160  

JFK Code of Conduct  
We the students, parents and staff of JFK pledge to:  
Be kind in every way;  
Be responsible for ourselves each day;  
Respect ourselves and others too;  
Do the best that we can do;  
Be helpful, friendly and fair;  
Take turns and be willing to share.  
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 The Principalõs Message 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 

As we move into the last few days of school, I would like to thank everyone for their support of 

our annual JFK Art Show.  Many of our students, parents, staff, and other community members 

were present to closely observe the various pieces of studentsô artwork throughout the building.  

Mrs. Kopacz concluded the program with a wonderful PowerPoint presentation of our students 

creating artwork throughout this school year.  We thank her and the many parents as well as staff 

volunteers who made this program possible at our school.  
 

Once again this summer, our school will participate in the districtôs summer reading program 

known as Wayne Reads for America.  In past years, many of our students have participated in this 

program and in addition to receiving a certificate of participation our PTO have also awarded read-

ing trophies to students who have met the criteria.   
 

You may access all of the information about the Wayne Reads for America program on John F. 

Kennedy Schoolôs website by clicking the ñsummer readingò icon.  You may print the information 

from your home computer.  If you are unable to print from home and would like a hard copy of the 

information, please visit our main office and we will provide you with the packet.  We will not be 

sending the program packet home this year.  
 

Also, our fifth graders who will be attending sixth grade at one of the Wayne Middle Schools are 

required this summer to read the book, Lunch Money.  This is listed on the Grade 6 summer read-

ing list on the middle schoolsô websites.  
 

On behalf of the staff, I wish everyone a safe, productive, and happy summer.  Upon returning in 

September, we hope to award many certificates and trophies to our students for their participation 

in Wayne Reads for America.    
 

       Richard D. Erck 

       Principal 

 
 

 

 

Monday, August 30, 2010 from 6:30 ð8:00pm on the JFK Play-
ground! (Rain Date is Aug. 31st) Mark your calendars and have 
a great summer!  

 BACK TO SCHOOL ICE CREAM SOCIAL  

 SAVE THE DATE ðAugust 30, 2010  
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We want to thank our fellow 09-10 Board Members for their dedicated service to the JFK PTO this year. 

Thank you Risa Rizzo, Paula Clarke, Caroline Mastres, Angela Moskal, Jackie Prince and Linda Brooks. We 

also want to thank and congratulate our incoming board for the 10-11 school year; Risa Rizzo, Hilary Caruso, 

Denise DeSimon, Francine Cuciti, Jackie Prince and Linda Brooks. 

 

The PTO runs over 50 committees throughout the school year and we can only do this with the participation 

and involvement of our parent volunteers. Thank you for investing in your childrenôs education. 

 

We also appreciate each family who paid their $7 PTO membership dues. For some, this is the only way they 

are able to participate in the PTO and we want you to know your dues are greatly appreciated and really help 

us in our endeavors throughout the school year. 

 

We hope you have a happy and healthy summer and donôt forget to READ! 

 

Teacher Appreciation Week  

Teacher Appreciation week was held between May 3rd and May 7th 2010.  Students took 
this opportunity to show their gratitude to all their teachers.  

Following were the activities that were suggested:  

Â Draw a picture of your teacher  

Â Make your teacher a bookmark  

Â Draw a flower or make a flower  

Â Write your teacher a poem  

Â Say something nice to your teacher  

A NOTE OF THANKS  
It has been my pleasure to have served as co-president at JFK for the past three years. I enjoyed working with 

Leslie Fischgrund my first two years and with Linda Marchesini this school year.  I really appreciated our 

Treasurer, Caroline Mastres, staying on for a third term this year also. Thank you to all of our board members, 

chair people, volunteers and PTO members. I have learned over this time what amazing students, faculty, staff 

and parent population we have at JFK. We are all truly blessed to be together at our wonderful school.  

 

Our focus as a PTO since my kids have been at JFK is to do what is best for our students and this is why we 

have been so successful.  I look forward to next year in my new position as corresponding secretary for the 

Wayne Council of PTOs.  I will also be chairing TREP$, the JFK Newsletter, Publicity and have some involve-

ment with 5th grade activities at JFK. 

  

Finally, I want to thank Mr. Erck, all of our staff and faculty and a special thank you to Patti Babich for all they 

do to assist the PTO throughout the year. We have a great team at JFK! 

Sincerely, Karen Marron  

Co-Presidentõs Corner 
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 The Kindergarten students have been rehearsing for our show which is June 10th!   They 

are working so hard to learn their lines and all those songs to make the show a huge success!   

    Our Language Arts themes are ñSpring is Hereò and ñWorld of Animals.ò Keep practicing all 

word families and high frequency words. In Math, we have been practicing our 

automaticity of addition and subtraction facts. Learning about measuring, tell-

ing time, and counting is helping to get us ready for first 

grade!  

          We have been ñbuzzingò through our ñbug 

unitò!  Starting with talking about how caterpillars turn 

into chrysalises and then turning into beautiful butterflies!   

     Miss Misiano and Mrs. Bedosky would like to wish you all a healthy, happy, 

and safe summer!   Donôt forget to read!  Good luck in First Grade!  

Kindergarten Corner 

 

Miss Misiano & Mrs. Bedosky 

 May and June bring many exciting events to First Grade. The First Graders and their 
teachers were very excited to participate in J.F.K.ôs Field Day on May 25th. This gave us an 
opportunity to enjoy the beautiful weather and participate in physical activities with the entire 

school.  
          On Thursday, June 17th the First Graders will be taking a Field Trip to 
the Liberty Science Center in Jersey City, New Jersey. The day will be filled 

with fun and educational hands on activities. Please send 
your child with a lunch in a labeled brown bag and only send 
disposable items.  

          
 Our awards ceremony will take place on Wednesday, 

June 16th at 9:15 a.m. The students have worked hard all 
year long and are looking forward to this special day. We hope to see you 
there!  

 We will also be working on a Whale Research Project in class. 
Your child can choose to research the Killer, Gray, Blue, or Beluga 
Whale. They can start preparing now for the project by gathering infor-

mation about these whales from the internet, library, magazines, and 
any other resources.  
       The school year is quickly coming to an end. Weôve had a great 

year and have enjoyed working not only with your children, but with you 
as well.  

Fantastic First Grade 
Mrs. Bellusci, Miss Lynch, Miss Shea,  Mrs. Hreha 

 

  As the end of the year quickly approaches, we would like to take this opportunity 

to thank our 2nd Grade parents for their support throughout the 2009 -2010 school year.   

Sensational Second Grade 

Mrs. DõElia, Mrs. Sedicino, Mrs. McClane, Miss Kuegler  Mrs. Hreha 
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  The months of May and June are filled with fun galore.   On June 3rd, the 
third grade classes will be going on a field trip to Green Meadowsô presentation of ñNative 

Landsò located in Parsippany.  

 In Social Studies, we will be completing our Native American Research Project as well as, 
presenting them to the class.    

 In Math, we will be learning the different ways to solve multi -

digit multiplication problems.  Keep studying your multiplication and di-
vision facts.   We will be ñweather watchingò in Reading and will learn what causes different 

kinds of weather.   Science is all about the Sun, Moon and Earth.  Did you know that the Earth 

is about four times larger than the Moon?   

Terrific Third Grade 

Mrs.Viola, Mrs. Perle, Mrs. Sponenburg, Mrs. Turi & Mrs. Scornavacca 

Fantastic Fourth Grade 

 So many exciting things have been happening here in 4th grade. Our year has been full of 

learning, exploring, and it's all been an incredible journey for our students.  

      As we head into the final stretch of this year, students will continue their study of New 

Jersey. They will be learning about our government and its structure and functions, as well as 

some really cool inventions.  

      Science and Writing classes have become a research central! Our animal 

research reports are beginning and are looking great so far. Our students are 

learning all about animals like the Bengal tiger, African lion, and even polar bears! We are 

also looking forward to visiting the Liberty Science Center. So many things we have studied 

this year will be there for us to explore even more!!!  

Miss Gultz, Mr. Wagner, Ms. Lignelli 

Fabulous Fifth Grade 

It is a very busy and exciting time in the Fifth Grade! We have completed our 

NJASK Testing and are  looking forward to our many end of the year activi-

ties.  We will be at Camp Warwick June 2nd through June 4th.  We have been 

preparing   for our transition into  Anthony Wayne all year and our visit is on 

June 7th.  We are continuing with our academics and preparing for Battle of the 

Books.  The students are anxiously awaiting the class trip, DARE Graduation, 

and The Moving Up Ceremony.      

Mrs. Landy, Mrs. Klein, Mrs. Tagliamonte, Mrs. Indomenico 
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 The  sounds of music echoed from the Wayne Hills High 

School auditorium on April 29,  as the Grade 5 Chorus, Chimes En-

semble, Advanced Strings  and Grade 5 Advanced Band  performed 

at their annual  evening JFK Spring Concert.  The theme of this year's 

concert was "Many Voices, one World," and  parents, friends, and 

other audience members  were treated to musical selec-

tions   from  America and around the world.  

      The Grade 5 Chorus performed, under the direction of Mrs. 

Douthat,  performed selections in   Mandarin, Latin, Spanish,  and 

Sign Language,  in addition to English. The JFK Chimes Ensemble,  a 

group of Fifth Grade students who have been rehearsing   with Mrs. Douthat during their 

lunch recesses to prepare  for their performance, accompanied the Grade 5 

Chorus in musical selections from Europe and Asia.   

      The Grade 5 Band and Advanced Strings, under the direction of Mrs. 

Hughes, performed works based on Sousa, John Williams, 

and other composers. The Grade 4 Band, following Mrs. 

Hughes' baton, also had a chance to show   their skills in a 

special daytime parent performance. All of these   young 

musicians reprised the concert on May 19 for  JFK 

School.   Their performance proved the old words to be 

true --  that Music is the universal language of Mankind!    

Bravo Grade 5 Chorus,  Chimes Ensemble,  Advanced Strings,  Grade 4 

Band,  and Grade 5 Band!  

Vocal Music & Instrumental Music 

Mrs. Dragone & Mrs. Douthat; Mrs. Hughes  

  Students in grades K -2 began the month of May with field 

day practice.  We went through the different events so the 

students could practice the skills they will need on field 

day.  Once we completed field day practice the students 

completed a unit on kicking for the rest of May and early 

June.  The final weeks of the school year will be spent on 

some of the studentôs favorite games 

and activities from earlier in the year.  

          Students in grades 3 -5 spent the beginning of May completing 

the events of the Presidential Physical Fitness Challenge and a unit on 

Newcomb/volleyball.   Once those events are complete the students 

spent the rest of May practicing the different events for field day.   The 

month of June will be spent completing running bases which is a 

modified T -Ball game and kicking bases a modified kickball game  

Ms Van Ess & Mr. Brill 

Physical Education 


