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Introducing the e-Newsletter 

We have taken up this initiative 

to be more eco- friendly. This 

newsletter will be sent to the e-

mail addresses available in PTO 

membership lists and the 

school directory. We also have 

included details on how to 

subscribe to this. 

We will try and ensure that 

these newsletters are not too 

frequent and are also optimal in 

size so that it is easy for all to 

download the e-mail.  

We hope that the e-newsletter 

will be a great mechanism for 

publishing information about 

current events and news. 

As always, we would  be 

interested to hear from you 

on how we can improve the 

newsletter. Photos taken at 

school events can be sent to 

the new JFK PTO email 

address: 

jfk.pto.news@gmail.com. We 

will include them in our 

regular newsletter. 

Happy Reading!! 

Summer Reading Program 

JFK's theme for Wayne 

Reads for America 

is: Reading Can Take 

You To Magical Places. 

We hope your children will 

participate in JFK's 

reading program over the 

summer. The students 

who meet the 

requirements will sign 

their name on a large 

paper top hat displayed in 

the main hallway of our 

school in September. As 

always, the PTO will 

award students with a 

certificate and trophy for 

their reading efforts. 

Encourage your kids to 

read. Check out Miss 

M's article and Top 10 

Reading Tips on page 

two of this eNews. We 

hope to have 300+ 

participants this 

summer! 

The Bulldog 
John F Kennedy PTO Newsletter 

Principal: Richard Erck Address: 1310 Ratzer Road, Wayne, NJ 07470-2358 Phone: 973-633-3160 

To subscribe, e-mail us at 

jfk.pto.news@gmail.com and 

include the following 

information: 

Name: __________________ 

Child’s Name: 

________________________ 

Grade (in Sept 09): ______ 

E-mail Id(s): 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

Format Preferred 

Microsoft Word  

Acrobat PDF 

 JFK PTO News & Updates 

All general email communications 

from the JFK PTO will come from 

our new email address: 

jfk.pto.news@gmail.com. Please 

add this address to your contacts 

list so we do not land in your junk 

mail! 

 Inside this issue 

Page 1: Summer Reading Program 

Page 2: Media News 

Page 3: Art Extravaganza 

Page 4: Baskin Robbins Family Fun Nite 

mailto:jfk.pto.news@gmail.com
mailto:jfk.pto.news@gmail.com
mailto:jfk.pto.news@gmail.com
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Spring has found all the 

children busy learning about 

poetry, history and geography. 

April was National Poetry 

Month so we had some fun 

reading great poems! 

The computer lab has been 

busy as usual with the 

students using Study Island, 

Everyday Math and all the 

other wonderful educational 

web sites posted on the Media 

Center's Links page. The 1st 

graders learned how to log on 

using their own user names 

and passwords. It was very 

exciting for them!  

The media center has 

information on some great 

award winning books. 

Check out 

http://www.wayneschools.com

/schools/elementary/jfk/facult
y/mediacenter.shtml 

Media News (Miss Mandarino) 

visiting the library a 

weekly family event. 

5. Use real-life applications 

to encourage literacy such 

as reading recipes, menus, 

directions, maps, store 

ads, etc. 

6. For younger children: label 

your children’s 

environment. Use index 

cards to identify things 

around your house (door, 

sink, chair, etc.). Seeing 

words regularly helps 

children develop word 

recognition skills. 

7. Help children start reading 

journals where they write 

down titles of books they 

read, thoughts about the 

book, words they do not 

know, and questions about 

what they read. 

8. Play word games with your 

children. Rhyming games, 

word sorting games, word 

matching, word searches, 

crossword puzzles, and 

ABC order games all help 

with literacy. 

9. Teach your child sight 

words. Sight words or 

“Dolch word lists” 

(http://www.dolch-

words.com/dolch.html) are 

the most common words in 

print. Mastering these 

words improve reading 

ability of beginning 

readers. 

10. Reading should be 
enjoyable! Be patient-do 

not push, pressure, or 

berate. Children learn at 

different rates. Use 

resources at your disposal 

such as having older 

siblings or other relatives 

read to and with your 

children. 

Top 10 Reading Tips 

1. Model reading regularly 

and make sure your 

children see you reading. 

Spend time sharing your 

favorite childhood books 

with your children. 

2. Locate stories that match 

your children’s interests. 

Introduce them to comic 

books, magazines, novels, 

poetry, plays, nursery 

rhymes, and other types of 

reading that encourage 

children to figure out what 

they like to read. 

3. Provide extension 

activities related to what 

they are reading. These 

can include trips to 

museums, art projects, 

making dioramas; retelling 

stories with puppets…the 

possibilities are endless. 

4. Utilize the public library 

and its librarians. Make 

“Reading should be enjoyable!” 

“Model reading regularly” 

 

Mark your calendar: 

25 June: Last Day of School 

3 September: First Day of School 

Year 2009-2010 

23 September: JFK Back To 

School Night 

http://www.wayneschools.com/schools/elementary/jfk/faculty/mediacenter.shtml
http://www.wayneschools.com/schools/elementary/jfk/faculty/mediacenter.shtml
http://www.wayneschools.com/schools/elementary/jfk/faculty/mediacenter.shtml
http://www.dolch-words.com/dolch.html
http://www.dolch-words.com/dolch.html


                                                                                                                              e-Newsletter June 2009                

 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 We had our annual art show on June 4 2009. 

Over 2000 works of art were on display and there 

were numerous art activities throughout the evening. 

Edible Art: 

Students from Grades 3-5 showed off their edible art 

creations-they had made art out of food at home for 

display. All the children eagerly awaited the signal 

from Mrs. Kopacz after which there was an attack on 

the edible art!!! There were volcanoes, football fields 

and several wonderful edible art displays.  

Class of 2009 Mural: 

The 5th grade class had a contest and the winning 

design “One Groovy Group”, pictured below on the 

right, was revealed at the art show. 

Make & Take: 

Students in grades Pre-K to 2 were able to make wearable 

art at the show. The children had great fun making these 

creations with their parents and proudly showing them off by 

wearing them throughout the evening. 

Art Materials Test Center: 

The JFK students were able to test out the latest art 

materials on the market. 

A big thanks to our wonderful art teacher- Mrs. 
Kopacz! 

Applauds to all the children- They are all such 
great artists! 

Art Extravaganza June 2009 
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Baskin Robbins Family Fun Nite 
The PTO organized a family fun nite at Baskin Robbins in the 

Dunkin’ Donuts on Valley Road May 19th. The children had a 

great time seeing JFK staff and teachers as their special 

scoopers that evening! 

HOLIDAY SHOPPING GALA  

Wednesday, November 11, 2009 

The Grand Chalet 

1377 Route 23 South, Wayne, NJ 

Doors open at 5:30 pm for prize preview 

and vendor shopping.  

Admission: $35.00 per person –includes 

dinner and prize raffle tickets. 

For more details, contact Leslie 

Fischgrund (973) 942 9232 or 

lbfish1@verizon.net. 

 

 

Save the date! 
Several fun activities have been planned for the coming year 

which we hope you will all enjoy participating in. Here’s a sneak-

preview of what’s to come: 

 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL Ice cream so cial  

Join us for a PTO-Funded Ice Cream 

Party to welcome in the new school 

year.  Meet us on the 

playground.  Students, siblings and 

parents are welcome. 
  

Wednesday, August 26, 2009 from 

6:30pm - 8:00pm 

Rain Date: Thursday, August 27th 

  
RSVP to jfk.pto.news@gmail.com by August 22nd

 

Enjoy the summer é.. 

mailto:lbfish1@verizon.net
mailto:jfk.pto.news@gmail.com

