JFK PTO MEETING
April 14, 2010

In Attendance: See attached

Meeting called to order at 7:05 by Linda Marchesini. Jackie Prince recorded the

minutes.

Jackie Prince moved to waive the reading of the February 2010 minutes and to
approve the minutes as written. The motion was seconded. The motion passed and
the February 2010 minutes were approved as written.

Treasurer’s Report: Presented by Caroline Mastres, see attached

Co-President’s Report: presented by Linda Marchesini and Karen Marron
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The Wayne School District is hoping to go paperless next year. If the
district does this, then the JFK PTO will go paperless as well. There
will still be certain items that will be sent home as paper copies,
especially for the beginning of the year.

Parents may have problems with e-mails bouncing back to them from
teachers. This is due to the BOE e-mail system not recognizing a
parent’s e-mail as a valid address. Parents should contact their child’s
teacher and ask the teacher to e-mail them first. This should correct
the problem.

The PTO Browse and Shop is in need of all donations.

The Wayne Alliance sponsored basketball game is on April 23rd,
There are three ways for a school to win an ice-cream party at this
event. The school basket with the most raffle tickets at the event, the
school with the most pre-sold tickets for the event, and the school
with the best original poster for the event will all win the ice-cream
party for their school.

The last opportunity for the BOE budget presentation to parents is on
April 15 at 8 pm at Wayne Town Hall. The presentation will show
what is being cut due to loss of funds and will also explain items that
may be cut if the budget vote doesn’t pass.

The budget vote is scheduled for Tuesday, April 20t. An e-mail will
be sent out from the PTO to remind everyone to vote.

Corresponding Secretary’s Report: no report was presented at this meeting

Principal’s Report: Presented by Mr. Erck



e Schedule of Upcoming Events

% Earth Day is April 22. There will be grade level activities to

commemorate the day. There will be an outdoor program for all
students.

% The fifth grade students will present the Recycled Fashion Runway at

Earth Day.

% A plaque in memory of Tony Lanza will be placed on a tree on behalf

of the PTO during Earth Day events.

% The entire school will be dedicating a garden to the memory of Nicole
Ramsden on Earth Day. The fourth grade teachers and students will
work the garden.

% Take your child to work day is on April 22nd. If parents take their
children out of school to work that day parents are asked to please
send in a note informing the school so that the children will not be
marked absent.

% The Wayne Alliance basketball game is April 23rd. Miss Gultz, Mrs.

Viola, Miss Shea, and Mrs. Lignelli will be playing for JFK. Mrs. Kopacz

is working with her students to create a banner for this event.

Report cards will be sent home on Friday, April 23rd.

NJASK is scheduled for May 3-6 for fifth grade students and May 10-

13 for third grade and May 10-14 for fourth grade. Fourth grade has

an additional day of testing for science.
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e Literacy By Design
% The Literacy by Design program will be introduced district wide next
year. Staff will continue training in this new program. This program
provides more thought provoking assignments than the current reading
program. The goal of this program is to not only teach reading but to
get students to interact and discuss the topics they read about. Theme
tests are structured very similar to the NJASK.

e TREPS: The TREPS program was a great program to have at our school.

e There was a budget presentation on April 13th and there will be another on
April 15t at the municipal building. The presentation will cover proposed
cuts and other possible cuts to the budget. If the budget does not pass class
sizes will definitely increase. All parents are encouraged to vote next
Tuesday, April 20t. Polls are open from 6:00 AM - 9:00 PM.

e There was lots of participation by students during this year’s Read-A-Thon.

Teacher’s Report: Presented by Mrs. Klein
% Multi-cultural week was a lot of fun this year. The children really enjoyed the
way the program was set up. Each grade level was assigned a different

country to research. The children made power point presentations and
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taught programs to each other about their country. The children learned a
lot.

Mrs. Indomenico and Mrs. Kopacz did a great job putting on a show for the
children about multi-cultural week. The children loved the show.

The teachers are putting together an Earth Night program for April 20t and
need parents’ support. Different stations will be set up for the children. All
activities will be hands-on. Parents are asked to donate any recyclable
materials they have on hand for the event. Supplies can be dropped off in the
front hall. The teachers appreciate whatever the parents can donate. The
event is not a drop off event and parents must stay with their children.

The NJASK after school clubs are going well. This year the clubs were
restructured to two days with smaller groups. The clubs have been funded
through Title I funds. It is not clear if this funding will be available next year.
The eraser sale was awesome and the children really enjoyed it.

The idea of a school store for next year is very exciting, especially if it is
student run with adult supervision.

Parents are reminded to please vote for the budget.

Committee Chair Reports
* Front Hall Display: Hillary Carusso will take over this committee and will
update our front hall display for May.

0Old Business
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Family Fun Nights: Linda Marchesini reported that the Chinatown night was
a big success. Hillary Carusso reported that the Bingo night was a lot of fun
and everyone had a great time.

Sleepy Time: Margaret Westphal reported that sleepy time is in progress.
The first program was before the break. There was one program on April
13t and another for April 15t. The April 13th program was poorly attended.
TREPS: Leslie Fischgrund reported that the program was very successful.
Our students did a great job with their booth presentations and were very
professional. The majority of students who participated were successful and
made a profit. Robert Ceberio, President of the Board of Education, Dr.
Maryrose Caulfield-Sloan, Director of Elementary Education and Mayor
Vergano, attended the TREPS Marketplace.

New Business
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Snack Sale: Linda Marchesini reported that the snack sale is schedule for

April 23rd, Suggested donations are juice boxes, cookies (all types but no

nuts), pies, chocolate covered items and cupcakes with no frosting.

Teacher Appreciation Week: Teacher appreciation week is scheduled for

the first week of May. All items will be posted on the web site.

Nominating Committee: Leslie Fischgrund reported for Anne Marie Buzelli.
0 A motion was made to waive the two year limit for Jackie Prince to act

as recording secretary for a third year. The motion was seconded.



The motion was approved. Jackie Prince can act as recording
secretary for a third year.
The Plant Sale is on April 30th
Wendy’s night is on April 29th at the Wendy’s on Hamburg Turnpike.
The Fifth Grade Band Concert is on April 29th,
Van Gogh Art Exhibit: The PTO is funding this exhibit through existing
cultural arts funds. The exhibit is a travelling exhibit that will be brought to
JFK. It consists of panels that will be displayed in the main hallway. Mrs.
Kopacz will teach lessons using the panels. The exhibit will be in our school
April 26t - April 30th,
¢ Field Day: Field day is scheduled for May 25th,
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Open Discussion

% Karen Marron reported that Wayne Today is going to be writing an article
about JFK night at Wendy’s. The Wayne Council of PTO’s has a food pantry
program. Each PTO holds events and food drives to help keep the pantry
stocked. This year our program at Wendy’s will help to raise funds for the
pantry to assist families displaced by the flooding in Wayne. Wendy’s will
donate all proceeds from the evening to our PTO. Proceeds will be split
between the Food Pantry and the Special Parents Association. The program
will be held on April 29t from 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting and was seconded. The meeting was
adjourned at 8:06 pm.



Attendance for December 2, 2009 Meeting:
Richard Erck

Ellen Klein

Leslie Fischgrund
Angela Moskal
Jackie Prince

Karen Marron

Linda Marchesini
Risa Rizzo

Caroline Mastres
Tracey Paylo
Michelle Trentacosta
Margaret Westphal
Hillary Carusso



